
THE SHAPESHIFTER (DER WANDLER) 

TECHNICAL DETAILS 

Format: Feature film 

Length: 48 minutes 

Picture: HD, 16:9, b/w 

Sound: Surround, German (Subtitles in English) 

SYNOPSIS www.derwandlerfilm.at 

It’s really a harmless book that Manuel is reading: the story of a mad axe murderer.  A fictional story … or perhaps 

not?  

He is hypnotized by the text, drawn deeper and deeper into the reality of the tale.  Suddenly he sees absurd pictures, 

pictures that have something to do with his past.  As he begins to understand their meaning, the boundaries of reality 

shift.  It is too late.  A never-ending nightmare has begun. 

TOPIC 

“The Shape Shifter” is the result of a young Austrian film team’s search for a challenge. This philosophical film poses 

human questions with disconcerting, even shocking, answers: how is it possible that the pleasant next-door 

neighbour is a cold-blooded murderer; that a person so outwardly normal could inwardly be fighting a lonely war 

against himself? Perhaps reality is only a thin web, tempting us to pull it apart and reveal the familiarly foreign depths 

of our nightmares. 

Lavishly produced, “The Shape Shifter” exudes a unique, dense atmosphere. The oppressive mood of the film – 

bringing to mind the high drama of a 1960’s crime thriller - is achieved less through the exaggerated intensity of the 

initial murder than through the main character’s later, quietly unsettling scenes. In these scenes, evoking David 

Lynch, reality and insanity are blended until they can no longer be distinguished. 

The film lives in equal measure from the tension of the surreal plot and the detailed aesthetic of the black and white 

picture, with its creative camera angles and hard lighting contrasts. The cityscapes of Graz’s old town set the scene 

and are accentuated by a slanting, minimalist soundtrack. 

PRODUCTION 

The film was conceived and executed by Robert Passini, Andreas Ladengruber and Klemens Koscher. They received 

financial support from the City of Vienna, the City of Graz and the provinces of Styria and Upper Austria. This film 

was made possible through the dedication and perseverance of a 60-member team. Filming occurred in Vienna and 

Graz from April to November 2009. Image and sound mastering was completed in 2010 and 2011. 

 

 

 

The film will be premiered at the Vienna Burgkino on April 12
th

, 2012. 


